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1919

Porn 11 Scptember at Wikwemikong (nceded |ndian Reserve, Manitoulin |sland,
Ontario, the first of four chilclren, to Dominic Ocﬁig and his E_nglish war bride
Joycc Feachg. Odjig’s widowed granchca’cher, Jonas Odjigl lives with the Fami]g
in the house he had built a generation carlier and which still stands in
Wikwemikong toclay.

The Fami]y is industrious and relativclg prosperous }33 reserve standards. Jonas
Oc}jig is a carver of monuments and tombstones; Dominicis the vi”age
constable. The Fami]y also farms their lancl, raises cows, Pigs, and chickens and
owns a team of horses.

1925

Begins school at Jesuit Mission in Wikwemikong‘ An avid student, she turns the
Familg’s Pig house into a P]ag school where she teaches local children to read
and count. When they tire of herinstruction she converts the play school into a

v, pay
Play church and hears their confessions.

The Fami]y is musical. Daphﬂe P1395 the guitar; Dominic the violin. Theg all enjog
sing~a~longs and music nig}wts lis’cening to a hand-cranked Phonograp%. She
c}evelops a lhcc~|ong love of opera singing,.

Sheis athletic and Participates in the annual fall fairs at Manitowaniﬂg, the nearest
off-reserve town, cight miles away, ’caking Prizes in running and Public sPcaking.
Artis her favourite subject and she c}cvclops the habit of sketching with her
graﬂcllcather and Father, both of whom are artistic. 5}16 also helps her mother
with needlework c}csigns for the church linens.

1952

ontracts rheumatic rever. er rormal education ends tollowing grade seven.
C h fever. Her formal ed ds following grad

Comcinecl to bed for six months and infirm for the Fo”owing three years.
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1958
Mother and granchcather die within weeks of each other.

Matemal granclmother removes the four Ocﬁig children to her home in Ferr9 Sotmcl,
Ontario. Here Oc}jig encounters systemic racism for the first time when she is
refused work because of her Native appearance and name. She and her
siblings adopt the surname Fisher‘ [er two brothers still g0 by that name.

S p goe by

1942

Moves to | oronto with her sister Winnifred (Winnie).

Works at the John lnglis Munitions, Flanters Feanuts and Dr. Ba”arcls clog food
factories.

Attends dances in the evening at the [Palais Rogalc with Winnie. Bricﬂg considers a
career as a flamenco dancer.

Frequents the ga”ery at the Eaton’s Co”egc Strec’c store, the Koga] Ontario

useum and the Art (sallery o oronto (now the Art (zallery o ntario
M d the Art Gallery of Toronto (now the Art Gallery of Ontario)
and “discovers” Painting
ver the next decade she teaches herse trial and error to paint.

QOverth decade sh hes herself by trial and P

1945

Moves to British Co]umbia to marry Faul Somervi”e, a Mohawk/Metis Secorwcl

or arveteran she metin | oronto. Decomes stepmotherto [ aul’s eight-
World W he metin T oronto. B omother to Pals eigh
3ear~o|c1 son, | David.

1946

The Fami]y moves to Coquitlam, British Co]umbia.

1948

Son Stanlcg Somenville is born.

Continues her art exP]orations, exPerimeﬂting in oils on homemade stretchers and
recyclcd tent canvas. |nfluenced }33 (ornelius Krieghogj she Paints naturalistic
landscapes.

1950

Discovers F’icasso.

issatistied with the contines ot Kealism, begins experimenting wit ubism an
Dissatisfied with the confines of Realism, begins exp o with Cubism and
stract |~ xpressionism, caretully analyzing and copyin icasso’s style an
Abstract [ xp fully analyzing and copying T yle and
the techniques of American and Europeaﬂ Modemnists in books and

magazines.
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1955

Fami]g moves to Linde” Beach on Cultus Lake, British Columbia‘

1958

Fami]g Purchases ’chirt3~acrc farm at Columbia \/a“cg near (ultus | ake with a Plan
to grow strawberries.

1960

FPaul Somenville dies of irjurics sustained in a car accidentjust before harvest of first
test crop. | ater this year she P]an’cs their acreage as P]anncd.

1961

Farm 3iclds five and a half tons of strawberries in the sPring. She sPcnc}s the summer
’cending the farm. |n the winter she focuses on Pain’cing.

Begins Periocl of intense artistic exPerimentation. Shelearns }39 copging works in
books borrowed from the librarg and visits the Vancouver Art Ga“crg to s’cudg
Painting ’cechniqucs up close. |nfluenced }33 the lmpressionists, Dapl‘me
exPerimeﬂts with light egects, broken brush strokes and Cloisonnism.

1962

Sister Winnie enters [ heatre Qu@u@ (cat.45) in ajuried competition. On the
strength of this Painting Daphﬂe is elected a Member of the British Co]umbia
Fecleration of Artists the Fo”owiﬂg year.

Marries Chcs’cer Beavonj a friend and co-worker of her late husband F’aul. Moves to
the cit9 of Fort Coquit]am, British Columbia. Beavon aPP]ies forwork as a
community deve]opment officerin northern Manitoba.

1964

Attends the 4~th annual Wikwemikong Fow Wow. With sister-in-law Kosemarg F’clticn
Fisher, she meets the elderladies of the community, who recount the old
Nanabus% tales. Kosemary suggests that DaP}me Paint the legcnc}s to help the
revival of the culture.

Hangs an exhibition of Native art at the Wiki Fow Wow with T om Fe]tier, whichis
seen }33 F’rime Minister | _ester B F’carson and later Purchascd inits entiretg }33
the T:ec}cral Dcpartment of Cu]tura] A1c1cairs.

Beavon is Postecl to (Grand Rapicls, Manitoba.

1966

Coup]e is assignc& to Eastcrvi”e, Northern Manitoba a small communi’cy of
Chemahawiﬂ Cree who were clisPIacecl when the dam at (5rand Rapicls went
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into oPcra’cion. Records their harc}s%ip and endurance in a series of pen and ink
clrawings depicting the PeoP]e and their clag~to~clay activities.

Begins work on the ]egend Paintings suggested }39 Rosemar9 Feltier.

Makes her first sale to Garg Schcrbain, a visiting civil servant who begins to sell her
work out of his home in Winnipeg

lntroclucecl to the work of Norva] Morrisseau. His strong formline has an immediate
but ultimate]g temporary influence on her ca“igraphic line.

1967

[irst Pub]ic solo exhibition. Organizecl by Susaﬂ Ross at the Lakeheacl Art Centre
in | hunder Bag, Ontario. SCvcn’cgfight drawings, Pas’ce]s and acrglics.

1968

Commissioned }39 Dr. Herbert Schwarz to Paint a series of erotic illustrations for his
book Ta/@s f:rom the 5m0£6/)ou56 (ca’cs. 31 to 56).

Solo exhibition in Brandonj Manitoba sponsorcd }33 the Manitoba Jndian
Brotherhooc{ and mounted }39 Bemard Fo”y, an art instructor at Branclon
Universitg‘

| earns co”age ’cec}miques from Fo“g and begins a series of mixed media co”ages
incorPorating natural materials. A ]ooser, exPressiOﬂistic style begins to
emerge.

1970

E_xhibits commissioned work Eart/7 Motﬁer(cat‘ 8) at Canadian Favi]ion, E_XPO 70,
Osaka, \)aPan‘

Begins reproducing Eastcrvi”c ink c}rawings. E_s’cablis}wcs Odjig Jndian F’rin’cs of
(Canada.

1971

Leams how to scale~up drawings for transfer to large murals from Bemard F’o”g.
Creatcs mura], 77)6 Grcatf:/ooaf at Feguis High Sc}wool, Feguis Reserve,
Hodgson, Manitoba‘

Opcns a small craft store at 33 1 Dona]d Streetin Winnipeg.

istributes reproduction prints or the |_asterville drawings in unlimited editions to a

Distributes reproduction prints of the I asterville drawings in urlimited ed
growing market.

T ourand exhibition of her paintings at the Smotra ]:on(lore Festiva] inYu oslavia.

P S g

The Paintings are lost en route.
Teaches at Manitou Art [T oundation, Schreiber ]sland
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Nanabush T alesis Publis}wcd bg (Ginn and Compang. T he ten-book series of
children’s readers is dedicated to Rosemar9 Feltier, who died before she could
sce them Publishecl.

On avisit to Wikwcmikong she learns about her Fo’cawa’comi roots and her ancestor

B]ack Fartriclge from her Aunt Grace (cat. 5).

1972

(ommissioned }33 the Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature, Winnipcg, to create
mural 7776 Creat/on of the Wor/c//n Commemoratfon of the Manitoba
(Centennial.

1973

Co~1councls FroFessional ]ncliaﬂ Artists ]nc. (the lncliaﬂ GrouP of Seven>.

Awarded Swedish Brucebo [Foundation Sc%olars%ip, travels as resident artist to
the Foundation Studioj \/isbg ls]and of Got]anc}, Swedcn.

Awarclecl Manitoba Arts Counci] Bursarg‘

Commissioned }39 the Roya] Ontario Museum to create f:rom Mot/’erart/; f:/ows
the Kiver of [ ife for exhibition (Canadian [ndian Art’ 7+

Documentary: (_olours of Fride (National [Tilm Poard, (Canada).

1974

7 ales [rom the Smokehouse Publis}wec}.

E_xPands craft shoP to establish New Warehouse Ga”ery, first Native-run ga”ery in
(anada.

(ommissioned }33 Dr. William Taglor to Proc}uce the “biggcs’c damned Painting you
cando.”

1975

Trave]s to ]srae] at invitation of E_l Al (lsracl Air]incs) to tour and Pain’c her
in’cerpreta’cion of Jerusalem. Produces [ he Jerusalem Series O[Faihtfngs and
/Dr/hts.

1976

| eaves Winnipcg for British Columbia. (Anglcmont on ] ake Shuswap).

Sells New Warchouse Ga”ery to Gar9 Scherbain, it is renamed Wah-sa Ga”erg‘

Documentary: T/SreeArtfsts, 777ree 51{'9/65) Spectrum, Canacliaﬂ Broadcasting
Corporation, (Canada.
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1977

Awarded (Canadian Silver Jubilee Medal

1978

Attends first National Native Artists’ (Conference at the ()Jibwe Cultural Centre
on Manitoulin lsland, Oﬂtario.

Fresentecl Eag]e Feather by Chielc Wakageshig on behalf of the Wikwemikong
Reserve, in recognition of artistic achievement, an honour Previouslg reserved
formen to acknow]edge prowess in the hunt or in war.

ComP]etes 7_/76 //7c//'an in [ ransition, commissioned by Dr. Wi”iam Tay]om(or the
National Museum of Man in 1974 Masterpiccc installed in the Nationa] Arts
Ccn’cre, Ot’cawa on extended loan.

1979

(ommissioned }33 the McMichael Canadian Collection, Kleinburg, Ontario, for
Painting Kebirth of a Culture.

1981

Documentary: 5P/r/t5 kSpeab}“{g 7—/’7roug/’7, SPectrum, Canadian Broaclcasting
Corporation.

1982

Doctor of | _etters, honoris causa, conferred }39 | aurentian waiversitg, 5uc”:>ur9
Ontario.

198%

Second National Native Artists’ Comcereﬂce held at K’san, British Columbia.

| earns monoprintmaking ’cec}miquc from Josep% Sanchez (origina] member of the
Jndian Group of Sevcn) during avisit to Arizona.

1984

(_ommissioned }33 | aurentian (/lniversitg Museum and Art Centre, Sudburg,
Ontario for Painting 5p1’r/’tua/Kcnewa/

1985

[irst Kctrospcctive Ex%ibition, T}wundcr Bay National [~ xhibition Centre and
(Centre for [ndian Art.

Doctor of | aws, honoris causa, conferred by umversity of T oronto, Oﬂtario

1986

(_ommissioned }33 Glenview Corporation, Ottawa, Ontario for works J omorrow

Will Fold Our Fastand e [Dance T/Sroug/g [ ime.
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Selectcd as one of four international artists to Pain’c an homagc to F’ab]o F’icasso for

the Picasso Museum in Antibes, [Trance.

APPoiﬂtecl to the Order of Canada CM

1988-93

Honourarg Board Member of the Canadian Heritage Foundatiorx

1989

Elcctcd Mcmbcr of the Rogal Canac}ian Acac}cm\tj of Art (KCA)

Documentary: Window on Canaa/a, Dap/mc Ocj)(’g/ﬁazht@rTokyo Tclcvision,
\)aPan.

1992

(ommemorative Medal for the 1 Zﬁth Annivcrsarg of the Confederation of (Canada.

A /Da/ntérusﬁ //7 My f'fanc/, Dap/’mc Ocj’{gpub]ished }39 Natural Heritage/Natura]
History Jnc.

1993

Fresentecl Eag]e Feather by SCANA (Societ9 of Canadian Artists of Native
Aﬂcestr3> at the National Native ngposium, Ha]hcax, Nova Scotia‘

1994

Fresentecl Certhcicate of Honour }39 the En’Owkin Centre (Fenticton, British
Co]umbia) and Canacla’s Drug Strategg Frogram‘

1996

Doctor of E_clucation, honoris causa, conferred by NiPissing waiversity, North Bag,
Ontario‘

Honourarg Patron of the ()jibwag (ultural Foundation Capita] Campaign, West
Bag, Ontario.

lncludecl in Kamloops Art Ga”erg’s limited edition Print Porhcolio, Co//ect/ng
(_anadian Art.

1998

National Aborigina] Achievement Awarcl, T oronto, Ontario‘

1999

Moves with (Chester Beavon from the Shuswap to Penticton, Pritish (Columbia.

2001

Ocj{g T he Art oszap/me Ocj{gpublishecl by Key Forter Books | td. Toronto ON

FPublished limited edition Prin’cs of And Some watched the Sunset, | ed [Haworth,

Printer.
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2002

Doctor of | etters, conferred by Okanagaﬂ waiversitg Co”ege, Kelowna, British
Co]umbia‘

Receives Commcmorative Go]c}cn Jubilcc Mcda] (Qpccn Elizabeth 1D

(enesis, Canacliaﬂ Christmas Stamp

200%

Receives Xpression Awardj initiative of the Na’ciona] Film Boarc} of Canada,
Ottawa, for championing cultural divcrsi’cg.

Documentary: L/}[‘C and Woré of Wooc//anc//‘rﬁsts. FFirst Voice Multimedia lnc.

2004

[ he Art Showa Play about herlife and art }33 Alanis Kingl Produccd }33 Native
Earth Fer‘Forming Arts, Premiers in | oronto ON

FPublished limited edition Prin’cs of [n T une With the [nfinite, Steve Mennie, Printcr
Salmon Arm BC

2005

f:orty Years of/prfnts, exhibition of her limited edition Prints, Kamloops Art Ga”erg,
Kamloops BC

2007

Receives (zovernor Geﬂeral’s Award in \/isua] and Media Arts

Doctor of | etters, honoris causa, conferred by Thompson Rivers Universityl

Kamloops BC

APPoiﬂtecl to the Order of British Columbia.

7—/76 Pra wings and /> amntings of Dap/mc Ocjlg, A r@trosp@ctfvc Ex;@/b/tzbn,
organizc& }33 the Art Ga”ery of Suc}bury and the National Ga”ery of
(Canada



